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KARAITICA. 

The idea of unity has always pervaded Jewish life 
socially as well as religiously. Hence our horror of 
sectarianism and heterodoxy. Of all the Jewish heresies 
— and numerically they have been but few — none has 
had so long a history as that of the Karaites. For more 
than a thousand years the Karaites have by the Rabbanites 
been regarded as pariahs, their race as impure, their 
literature as feeble and worthless. In every Jewish centre 
they have been in a minority, and, except in some Crimean 
towns, in a really pitiable minority. In Jerusalem, where 
they have existed since the foundation of their sect, tra- 
dition has it that they have never been able to muster 
a "Minyan" of ten. In Cairo they number a thousand 
or so, but even there the lowest of the Levantine Jews 
treat as synonymous the terms Karaite and "Mamzer." 
In Constantinople proper they are not, but in some of 
the villages in the immediate neighbourhood, which may 
be reckoned as forming pai't of Greater Constantinople, 
notably at Perim Pasha on the Golden Horn, Kai'aite com- 
munities are to be found in close touch with their more 
prosperous brethren in Russia. The Karaite capital is at 
Simferopol in the Crimea, and Kertch, Feodosia, Sebastopol, 
Eupatoria, and '-v^en fashionable Yalta are all hotbeds of 
Karaism. Sp'^um Kal^, where Karaite books were beauti- 
fully printer in the first half of the century, was destroyed 
by the Batish Fleet during the Crimean War, and has 
never been rebuilt. Odessa, Constantinople, and Cairo 
owe their Karaite synagogues to the fact that they lie on 
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the great high road of commerce, and that the Karaites, 
like all traders, are good sailors ^. 

And they have keen commercial instincts. But the hest 
stroke of business they did was when they persuaded a too 
paternal Russian government that they were Bible Jews, 
the real Jews of History and aboriginal inhabitants of the 
Black Sea coast, and that Talmud Jews were interlopers 
compounded of all the vices. Abraham Firkovitch was 
a prime mover in the argument, and supplied much of the 
evidence, not scrupling to forge a few dates when con- 
venient. But he was a remarkable character, and his 
biography would need a Carlyle to do him justice. Hebrew 
literature owes him a debt in that he was the first of the 
systematic plunderers of theGenizoth of the Orient. His trea- 
sures have enriched the Imperial Library at St. Petersburg, 
whose Karaite collection is consequently the largest in the 
world. The other great libraries have suffered from 
Rabbanite prejudices, for directly or indirectly they have 
been supplied by Talmud Jews who had neither knowledge 
nor interest for Karaite research. Leyden alone has to 
thank a non-Jew, Trigland, for having devoted himself 
to Karaitica, made a Karaite collection, and induced a 
Karaite to write for the famous Dutch University a Karaite 
Bibliography. 

Of late, however, there has been a distinct revival of 
interest in the Karaites among Orientalists. Saadia's 
Millennium and the exploitation of the Cairo Genizah 
have reminded us how large a part the Karaites occupied 
in Jewish thought, and convinced us that foemen worthy 
of the steel of a Saadia and a Maimonides should not 
be despised. And now that greater tolerance is at last 
being shown by the Russian government towards Talmud 
Jews, they too can afford to pardon the bitter vengeance 
taken upon them by their secular enemies. The Jewish 
Quarterly Review has no controversial preferences, 

1 An interesting list of the ten chief Karaite communities of Europe is 
given in the nann nns vide infra, sub voce Printed Books, M. 
VOL. XII. Y y 
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and it may not be out of place to describe in its pages 
the following collection of Klaraite MSS. and books 
acquired by the writer during his travels in the East. 
They are principally derived from two sources, from 
the Karaite Chacham Shabtai, at Cairo in 1 895, and from 
the widow of the Chacham Isaac b. Moses Krimi at Perim 
Pasha in 1896. As Bible Jews, the Karaites have always 
prominently concerned themselves with the text of the 
Bible and the Massora, and, accordingly, a large propor- 
tion of their books deal with the Bible. 

Manuscripts. 
Bihliogra'phy. 

201. (a) ''iT'O T1 ISO. The replies of the Karaite Chachamim to 
the questions asked of them by the Christian Jacob Trigland, of 
Leyden, as to Karaism and its schism with Rabbanism. Written at 
Krasnoe Ostrovo, by Mordecai b. Nissan, in 1739. 

(fc) D''p''lV ms 'd. Statement of the controversy between the 
Karaites and the Rabbanites, followed by a list of Karaite writings. 
Written by Simha Isaac b. Moses of Lutzk, in 1756. 

(c) HD-'na'n i''3P lISp. Abbreviation of the HD'-nE' niaST in Elijah 
Baschitzi's IHvX miN, by Joseph b. Mordecai of Trok. 

(d!) myB'n yan h:: 'd. introduction to that work by Caleb 
Afendopulo. 

Bible Commentaries, &c. 

202. "inacn 'D. Hebrew Commentary on the Pentateuch by 
Aaron b. Joseph NBIin. Scribe, Michael b. Solomon Japhet in 1744. 
4to. Rashi character, pp. 202. Cp. B. M. Or. 1097 and Leyden 
Warner 2. 

203. fiOTpD. Commentary on Genesis and Exodus by a Karaite, 
perhaps Samuel Nann al-Magbribi. Cp. B. M. Or. 2405, 2406. Each 
" parsha " or weekly section is preceded by an introduction ^ (noipo), 
a Psalm, and some Biblical verses relating thereto, and followed by 
an invocation in favour of Moses and the Prophets. The commentary 
and the introductions are in Arabic in Hebrew characters. Title page 
and the first pages of the preface are wanting. On page 2 occurs the 

' Cp. Pinsker, Lik. Kad., p. 63. 
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following:— 'ni 'ID p loi'm i'NiOB' nw ^Din btwn '•3-11 ""lo ijNp 

Vj ^3D7N jnwn ^NIDH 'm 'no p ntW. And on p. 3 : nWDJ«5 l^^l 

lOa. Scribe, Elijah Levi b. Joseph. 8vo. Square character. 

204. riDTpD. The like for D^OSE'D to Tipna. Exodus xxi to end 
of Leviticus. At the head of two sections occurs a dedication to 
Isaac Firuz n'i''S pTW linsn DC hv- 

205. Ditto for Tl^l to DDIin. Genesis xlvii. 28 — Exodus xxvii. 19. 

206. Ditto for n?^). Genesis xxxii. 4-xxxvi. 43. 

207. Ditto for D'OStSD to HDIin. Exodus xxi-xxvii. 19. Defective 
at beginning. Scribe, Elijah Levi b. Joseph. 

208. Ditto for p?3. Numbers xxii. 2-xxv. 9. 

209. Ditto for DnJ'S to 'PDD. Numbers xxv. 9 to xxxvi. 13 (end). 

210. NT1 riB'lp. Psalms and Biblical verses constituting the 
sacrament for the Sabbath of the section N">*1. 

2U. The like for the section niDtf. 

212. The like for the section N3. 

213. The like for D^mp. 

214. Joshua. Hebrew-Arabic translation and commentary of 
Japhet b. Ali, called Abou Ali the Bozrian. 4to. Rabbinic hand, the 
last five pages supplied in a modem cursive hand. 

215. II Samuel. Commentary by the same(?) beginning at chap. xiii. 

216. Dvnn?t? mt?. Psalms. Commentary by the same in five 
volumes : (a) i-xli ; (6) xlii-lxxii, defective ; (c) Ixxiii-lxxxix ; 
(d) xc-cvi; (e) cvii-cl. The first volume was written in 1776, the 
others in 1567. Owner, Abraham Levi. Cp. B. M. Or. 2520. Edited 
by Barges. 

217. Fragment of a Karaite Commentary on Psalms. 

218. The like, by a different commentator. 

219. Proverbs^. Commentary, by Japhet b. Ali, in two volumes, 
the first page of vol. i and the last two of vol. 2 supplied by a modern 
hand. Cp. B. M. Or. 2402, 2506, 2507. Three chapters have been 
edited by Fischer at Cracow, 1898. 

220. Fragment of a Turkish-Hebrew Commentary on the first six 
chapters of Proverbs. Cursive Tartar script. 

221. Job. Commentary by the same in two volumes. Written in 
1608. Cp. B. M. Or. 2509-2512. 

222. Lamentations. Commentary by the same (?), written by 
Joseph b. Aaron ^D^D^, Shebat, 1667. N.B. B. M. Or. 2515, 2516 are 
by Salmon b. Jeruham. 

' Cp. Pinsker, Lik. Kad., p. 120. 

' Vide Sevue des Etudes Juives, XXXVIII, 157. 
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223. Canticles. Commentary, by Abou Ali Alhassanb. Ali Habasri, 
the father of Japhet b. Ali\ N.B. B. M. Or. 2513 is by Japhet b. Ali 
himself, and was edited by Barges. 

See also 244, Canticles, Daniel, Ezra. 

224. 457 Canticles. Fragment of Commentary, probably by Caleb 
Afendopulo. 

Liturgica. 

225. The Karaite Ritual. The first fifteen pages contain " Dinim " 
as to prayer in Arabic. Then comes the prayer for Saturday night, 
then the morning prayer (JT'iriE'), then that for noon (D'''inv), and 
next the I^IJJD for the other week-day evenings. 8vo. Scribe, Jacob 
;tnn. Date, 1727. Cp. B.M.Or. 2531. 

226. nnnB> n^an. The morning prayer: contains ^K'aJ ''313, 

nin, ''m^n dv iy ni3 n''B'N-a, o'-junn, yDiy, mM i3i>, nimp ncna. 

227. n^JDn. Daily prayer. Cp. B. M. Or. 2530. 

228. Sabbath morning prayers. Begins as follows : — ?N '''^ dt?3 

DN'N nj;3-iNi'N hx n^N n3E'n dv ip3 n^jan 3^1111 in^n nn33 ch'w 

nnNpiiN 'hv "b'in . On the first page occurs the name of 133 ^)'? flDI'' 
y"3 D"p yni ^b dinj 'in 'on. Defective at the end. 

229. Prayers for the Sabbath after the ninth Ab. At the end is 
a prayer for Salmon b. Jeruham ^, the contemporary of Saadia. 

230. Evening prayers for Mourners. Begins :— CaiC riDN {"T 0^3 

ni^N^N nvh-i 3''mn nxn noN3i pnx3. 

231. Morning prayers, Hallel, prayers for the New Moon. The 
rubrics are in Arabic. Sm&e, Jacob Hazan '. Date, 1773. 

232. Tn* npan. Prayers for the individual, not in Synagogue. 
At the end a dedication to the writer's brother, Abraham b. David. 
Date, 1670. 

233. Fragment of morning service for the Day of Atonement. 

n"rr< b^ ip3n n^an. 

234. Fragment of the Karaite ritual, containing Dti'lD iTfl, and some 
Selichot. Cp. B. M. Or. 1427. 

235. Prayers for the "Rejoicing of the Law" (n'V). Written by 
and dedicated to the "dear child" Nissim b. Joshua Levi Hazan b. 
Solomon Levi. Date, 1826. 

236. min nnDE'7 bv^. The biblical verses to be recited between 
the two benedictions by the "JliriN" who finishes the Law. Date, 
1819. 

* Vide in o'pns ms sub voce -O'lM Ji iJi«. 

' Vide ante 221, ' Cp. 223 ante. 
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237. Prayers for the "Rejoicing of the Law." Written and dedicated 
to the "dear child," David Joseph Elisha. Date, 1826. 

238. Prayers and Psalms to be recited on the Sabbath morning 
before Passover. Scribe, Solomon Zair b. Jadiah Zair, the physician. 
Date, 1728. 

239. |1Tn nac nPan. Prayers for the Saturday before the ninth 
Ab. Ovmer, Joseph Levi b. Nahum Levi. (Cp. 522.) 

240. Fragments of Liturgy. 

241. Sabbath morning Prayers. Oumer, Obadiah b. Joshua. 

242. (a) pny rftf 'D. Commentary on the prayer for Kippur 
nnan Tiat? 'n, divided into thirty-two chapters. Written by Simha b. 
Moses of Lutzk* in 1783. Author's autograph. 

(&) HE'D? n7Dn. Commentary on the prayer of Moses in TIKHQ 
NBTl '3. By the same. Written in 1753. 

Philosophy. 

243. (i) D^TI J*y 'D. a philosophic work in 114 chapters, com- 
posed in 1346 by Aai'on b. Elijah Istanbauri, and edited by Stein- 
schneider and Delitzsch. Leipzig, 1 841. Cp. B. M. Or. 1099, 1306. 
Scribe, Moses b. Abraham b. Moses of Fars (Khiva). Date, 1445. 

(2) A poem, by Solomon ibn Gabirol, noinn T^TrV bvh 'HB'. 

(3) Ditto, by Samuel, " NH," iJiyo ha nT'n> buh ^nt?. 

(4) Selichot. D':wnni, by Aaron b. Elijah Istanbauri. 

(5) N^n pnK'D'ii' '•n'ni. 

(6) Selicha, by Solomon ibn Gabirol, NIUI DVN DB' 'n. 

(7) Piyutim, by Eliezer ben (sic) Kalir. 

(8) Poems, by ^^1D3N. 

(9) Commentary on Canticles, Daniel and Ezra. 

(10) niOl^n pna of Hai Gaon. 

244 (356). Fragment of a philosophic and theological work of the 
same title, by Aaron }nnNn, with a commentary thereto entitled 
njnn yV by Samuel Kalii. 

245. Murshid T-Bno^N, the Book of Precepts (nilSOn 'D) of Samuel 
Malis b. Moses al Maghribi, the physician (cp. 203 ante). The work 
is divided into twelve sections, viz. : — 

1. nac ba ^a n^NpJoi'N Sabbath. 

2. nT" bn *3 nl?Np»^N New Moon. 

3. n^J^D ^N ^a ni'Npoi'N Circumcision. 

4. 'nn mV]! rCp^ '•a Ten Commandments. 

1 Vide ante sub 201. 
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5. DnVID^JN 'B n^NpoijN Festivals. 

6. KP3 VD nij?3 DHiba p '"'in '"i^N jrxiB'i'Ni DN3nNi>N jd rhni '•a. 

Of the relations between man and man. 

7. ni^aND^K 'a Dietary laws. 

8. niNDB^N ''B Of the unclean. 

9. nV"iy?N "IB Marriage laws. 
10. 1i1 D'pni>N jroi 'B The Statutes, &c. 

Of men's duties to the Priests. 
12. niB'll'PX *B Laws of inheritance. 

This book was translated into Hebrew by Solomon b. Joseph Kanzi 
(vide Pinsker, lAk., note H). At the end of the MS. is a poem with an 
acrostic on the author's name. Date, 1435. Cp. B. M. Or. 2405, 2406, 
which was written in 1520, and B. M. Or. 63, which contains only the 
sixth, seventh, and eighth Makalat. 

246. mivon 'D py \i 'd. The Book of Precepts of Aaron b. Elijah 
the Nicomedian, divided into ni3?n, which are subdivided into 
chapters. 2vol8., 4to. Scrtie, Aaron b. Moses. Date, 10 Nissan, 1556. 
Cp. B. M. Or. 22069, written 1580, and Leyden W. 21, written in 
1396. 

246 A. The same work, i vol., folio (bought in Milan). The first 
two pages supplied in a modem Italian hand. 

247. nilSDn 'd. The Book of Precepts of Japhet ha-Roph6 b. 
David ha-Rophe b. Saguir (fourteenth century). The seventh and 
eighth Makalat, wants the last two chapters. This work was divided into 
ten Makalat, each of which is subdivided into chapters (PXB). The 
entire work is not extant, though fragments are to be met with in 
a few libraries (vide Pinsker, 188). 

248. (a) 'n mDn7D. Salmon b. Jeruham's polemic diatribe 
against Saadia Gaon, his contemporary. At the beginning occurs 
the following ascription: nniBTl Dnn> p [ID/D )n-\b IBDn nt 
1? TilDn IT'DPn iT'iyDP. The work is written in verse, and divided 
into eighteen chapters, of which only twelve appear to be known to 
bibliographers (vide Pinsker, 15). This MS. contains the whole 
eighteen, and would therefore seem unique. Scribe, Elijah b. Baruch 
JerushaLmi. 

(6) rt?JD nnain. Polemic against the Rabbanites, by Saul b. 
Mazliah ha Cohen. Has been printed (vide Pinsker, 25-43). 

249. (a) Dnpyn 'D. The six Articles of Faith or Dogmas of Israel 
Hadayan (Magrabi b. Samuel), in Arabic. Cp. Schechter, Studies in 
Judaism, 213, &c., and cp. J. Q. B., X, 588 (B 9). 
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(6) nUTlK* niabn , in ten chapters, by the same (written at Kahira 
in 1306). Cp. Leyden W. 52°. Owner, Joshua Levi Mazliah. 

250. Fragments of a Cabbalistic book, written in Arabic and 
Hebrew characters. 

251. "iBDOn noan? NUD. a treatise on Arithmetic, in two parts, 
written by a Karaite. Oumer, Isaac b. Mordecai Triskan. 

Bound up with this MS. is a printed Calendar for thirty-four 
years. D''3B' n"?? JinPID, printed at Kale in 1796 (vide post. Printed 
Books, P). 

252. njwnn loan bv Yy\p. 

253. Benjamin Jerushalmi's Miscellany. 

(i) Different opinions of astronomers as to the number of spheres of 
the moon and their orbits. Quotes David Ganz b. Solomon's HDW 'D 
D'yOI; R. Meir b. Isaac Aldabi ha Rofe's naiON "b^^Xif 'D; Raphael 
ha Levi's CtDC ni313n 'd, and Mordecai Bomtiano. 

(ii) }Dp obtV 10ND. " The Microcosm," an abbreviation of the 
work of this name by Menahem Azaria of Fano. 

(iii) ncari-' fl"lVD. Adefenceof the Kabbala, by Joseph del Medigo, 
against Elijah del Medigo. 

(iv) A criticism, by Benjamin Jerushalmi, of Sabbatai Scheftel's 
Cabbalistic work bo ySB'. 

(v) SIDV "lac. Extracts from Luria's Cabbalistic books. 

(vi) rh:ipn niOtJ'. Extract from Joseph del Medigo's noan ni^3W. 

(vii) m^sNT bv n"3N-\n 'd. 
(viii) r\)b-f\i 'd. 

(ix) Controversy between Benjamin Jerushalmi and Isaac b. Solomon 
the "High Priest" {bmn pjn), the Karaite author of nanSn 11N 'o 
as to cnnn cmp. Scribe, Benjamin Jerushalmi. 

254. nnain. Admonition in rhymed prose (Hebrew- Arabic) after 
the style of Bahya's ''K'SJ Oia. Each paragraph begins 033 NV 
Defective at the beginning. 8vo. Paper. Rabbinic hand. 

255 (453). (a) mn 3n3 [JCnS by Caleb Afendopulo, in four parts, 
with chapters on Dinim, and instructions as to reading the Law and 
the Haftaroth throughout the year, the Minhagim as to n"D nNifin, 
the manner of writing a Sefer Tomh, the closed and open sections 
(moinOI mnins), the functions of a "IBID or scribe, the form of the 
poetical stanzas of the Pentateuch, and the text of the ni3i3. 

(h) The fragment of another Caleb's work on the same subjects, 
and occasionally quoting the last described MS. 
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Poetry and Belles- Lettres. 

256. (a) niTTin 'd. Aphorisms by Caleb Afendopulo b. Elijah b. 
Judah jprn. This work is divided into twelve sections and treats of 
various scientific and literary matters. The MS. begins in the middle 
of the twelfth section with questions and answers on scientific 
matters. Then follows a short treatise on the names of the Messiah 
and then one on Hebrew Prosody, at the end is written : U'Sl }N331 

.... nn'nn nao abm nniD^E'ai Dn''E>n "bvi "j'-aya imn p^osn!?. 

(6) "JPOn p 'd. a Divan by the same, also divided into twelve 
sections. At the beginning of the third poem of the ninth section : 

HKna '3 V'na n"x -yt^a inha ^''^nn ^aii nio noaotya vman r\r\ 
HSHn n:\i> s^n m^v^ 3"->n nac' ]\<Db j"3 n"j? dwd i"33 s)"j '•^mn 

|3">n?. The tenth section contains Piyutim, some of which are 
printed in the Machzor Romania. Each section is headed in red 
ink. This MS. was sold in i6oo. It is apparently unique. The only 
works by Afendopulo in the British Museum are his D"nn ITI fTiJN 
Index to the D'^n J»y, Or. 1306 ; and his nin 3713 [JB'nB on the Ritual. 
Or. 2537. Vide ante 255. 

257. Dyt3 310 'D. Commentary on Aaron b. Joseph's Piyutim for 
each weekly section of the Pentateuch, by Berakhab. Joseph ha Cohen. 
Date, 1651. Pp. 326. Unique. 

[258. E'''B'">n IN poy 'D. Moses b. Ezra's Tarshish, 1200 poems 
rhyming by synonyms, divided into ten chapters, with an Arabic 
commentary after each verse by Abraham Eliezer Hadayan ibn 
Chalfan, and with occasional marginal notes by Samuel b. Abraham 
(possibly a Karaite). Scribe, Samuel Hacohen b. R. Judah b. R. Eliezer 
called Ibn Alchazin l^Hihn }3N3 ynwn. Date, 9th Ab, 1501. Oumer, 
Obadiah b. Joshua, the Karaite. On the first page occurs the following 
note, which is of historical interest, as to the Egyptian Karaites in the 
beginning of the seventeenth century : 'ID?? n3nN3 nsiriN NO nini 

fpv '11 'io pj3 }3 mn nn> npix ']}Khn Di3nDi'N •T'33i'N ijiN^JN 
rrcrh odot •'JE' mN B'nn ^a iNon niiih ^h^N 'y }3N3 'y nun yi 
.... n"y tNomijN h'h^ 3n13 nsoi^N p mono ■)''^i6 (?) d->n 
■\aiDn Dm3N 1331 onin Nan ->'no min^ i^pa^N ob NpDnDNi'N3 
.... ijiNC 'n ''iniia }n3n^ n^ijN nma liiii 'd3 n^i'e'n''3 p 0) isi^n 
fjNnvo ^»?3 .... 55X03 njy . . . . jij 1130 D'J3-in ^iok>n 3py^ '-11 
nyNoi miv nma "n . . . . np^yn in ^a laiy noi )""NipbN3 
nu'NJ 3Nn3i'N N-in mjia '33 i'N03 pN 'i"'E'i'N on ni>DJ p poi'DO 
.... S1V33 njD nnn. 
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259. D'TB'. (a) Two Arabic poems in praise of God. (6) Decalogue, 
with an Arabic paraphrase in rhymed prose. 

[260. run riVp . The story of Hannah, the mother of the Maccabees, 
in Arabic. 

[281. nriDN nvp. The story of Queen Esther, in Arabic. 

[262. fjOV fixp. The story of Joseph, in Arabic. Scribe, Moses b. 
Samuel, the Karaite. Date, 1820. 

263. Poetical Miscellany in Hebrew Arabic in different hands, 
consisting of — 

(a) nCD risp. The Ascension of Moses. Copy made in 1853 by 
Joseph Halevi b. Abraham Matzliah b. Isaac b. Abraham b. Jacob 
b. Saadia b. Abraham. 

(b) n^n risp. 

(c) An Arabic t3VS for Pentecost. 

(d) HDJDJ iX^p- A Midrashic poem. 

(e) ntro . . . blD-ba n^oi'N rip. The story of Moses. 

264. Fragment of an Arabic medical work. 

Astronomical, Sc.^ 

265. DTiyn 7X. "The world's Image." A treatise on cosmogony, 
translated into Tartar (Turkish) in Hebrew characters, from the 
Hebrew translation of Matthias Delacrut (sixteenth century) of the 
French original ; vide Hist. Lit. de la France, XIII, 301 sqq. At the 
end is a Hebrew poem with an acrostic on the name of the Karaite 
\U?p Abraham, the Turkish translator. Purchased at Odessa. 

266. (a) mnxn 'd ninii" bv 'a. Commentary on the Karaite 
Calendar given by Bashitzi in his Sepher Adereth, by Joseph Tishbi b. 
Judah, the Karaite. Date, 1580. 

(6) D''D33n 'd. Treatise on the Karaite Calendar with tables and 
diagrams by Emanuel b. Jacob, called Magister Beaufil. At the 
end a note by the scribe (?) Moses b. Elijah Hallel. Date, 1609. 

(c) Criticism on these works by Isaac b. Solomon b. Zadik, called 
annsi'N (the lame) of Spain \ 

267. mnanSpKTlS. Z>»nm as to n"D and Benedictions. Incomplete. 

268. Fragment of a Turkish MS. in Hebrew Tartar script. 

269. pny Vt'^ 'D. Author's autograph. In thirty-two chapters. 
Written at Lutzk on Shebat 23, 1738, and re-written in 1753. Author, 
Simha Isaac b. Moses, of Lutzk, the Karaite, b. Simha b. Joseph 
b. Jeshua the Martyr (K'npn) b. Simha b. Jeshua b. Samuel the Elder 

' See also 251 and 252. ' Vide Steinschneider, Uebersets., § 332. 
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270. nenD? njSin 'D. Author's autograph by the same. Vide 
Steinschneider 7192. Date, Nissan, 1743. 

271. inns in^ pnat. Fragment of a Marriage Register of Karaites 
in and near Odessa, 1 860-1 880. 

272. hae'N ^nJ. index to the work "iSUn i'lDB'N of Jehuda 
Hedessi (vide post, sub voce Printed Books, ¥) by Caleb Afendopulo. 
Written in the village N''Dij? near Constantinople, on the 4th Adar, 
1497. 4*0. 

Genizah Specimens. 

Of far greater importance for Karaite history and 
literature than most MSS. are the fragments from the 
famous Genizah at Cairo, for they date back a thousand 
years and more. A corpus of at least the earliest of these 
is essential for the future historian. The following speci- 
mens, brought back by the writer from Egypt in January, 
1896, may suffice to show what can be expected. The first 
is a form of Divorce dated in 1030. It is quite difierent 
from the Rabbanite tSJ, it is pure Hebrew, not Aramaic, 
and though elegant in diction it is not the less forcible. 



A KARAITE DIVOECE OF 1030. 

iTJT nonpD "rmf. (sic) .TnnB' *ji^s na 

Dv Nine' jn3{?3 pi p ova va [ j 

^\>m ei^N n3B>D ''ybti [ ] enno pi p 

DD^ Ti'Tif D''ymNi nyacn niB* nists 

taNtoDs njnoa onxo psa d'-ov 

D^jprn »JB^ nano pe^a inj i'yB' 

me^D nD''en inyni (sic) dh^n -iot<''i 

Q3'':Qi' ''3N [vn]lD 1DJN DJIS ''b vb 

nTTnc yi^B na n^Ji^a dn intru ^a 
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rrnpa® »nwis 'n[c«] 

mnna nao nr msD nnx jnNi *niKno 

nOIN ^33m nt5«K t6 *3JN1 •'nB'N N^ 

T-MJai -jcty Dili's na n^i^s nx D2'<isb 
yoo ntjnwD nnj? cnpa ^ntrx n'^nK' 



[Translation.] 

THIS IS THE EGYPTIAN BILL OF DIVORCE 
FOR THE KAKAITES. 

This is the Bill of Divorce which N. M. the son of N. M. has written 
for N.M. the daughter oiN.M. who was my | .^ [ heretofore. 

On the .... day of the week which is the .... day of the month 
.... of the year 1347, according to the computation of the Greeks 
in the land of Egypt in the city of Postat, which is situate on the 
River Pishon. 

Came N. M. before the Elders and said unto them, being of sound 

mind and none compelling him, "I make known unto you that I 

have divorced N.M. the daughter of JV. If. who was hitherto my 

(betrothed) . , -. , (abandoned herl . , 

\ .J. \. And now I have 1 . ■ i from my house 

(wife J (sent her away J ■' 

and caused her to go forth from my premises. And I give unto her 

this her book — her bill of divorce. And I have no longer over 

her dominion nor power for she is not my wife and I am not her 

husband and behold I say before you : Thou N. M. daughter of N. M. 

thy name and thy designation, thou that wast before my j . „ i 

now art thou divorced by me and sent away from me, and removed 
from my control ^ and from my premises." 

Another is an ancient List of Books — fragment of a 
bookseller's catalogue, perhaps as early in date. The text 
will be published later in this Review. It is described 
and deciphered by Professor Bacher in the last volume of 

^ Lit. hand, cp. manus = potestas. 
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the Revue des Mudes Juives ^ The single page comprises 
the names of no less than fifty -six works, more than 
a third of which are by Saadia Gaon. But at least two 
are Karaite. No. 1 9 mentions a book by Anan, the founder 
of Karaism, and No. 45 is a responsum by Daniel al-Kumisi, 
a Karaite worthy of the tenth century. The Catalogue 
might have been issued by Quaritch. It distinguishes 
books as " unbound," " bound in leather," and " bound in 
fine vellum," and the whole lot are described as not for sale 
but to be placed on one side 1 

Printed Books. 

Most of the following are unknown to Bibliographers : — 

A. The Bible in Tartar in Hebrew characters. 4to, in 4 vols. Printed 
in Goslov by Mordecai Trishkin, 1841. I. m^n DUlfl "ISD, pp. 96 + 
80+140 + 46. Leviticus and Numbers are numbered together. This 
volume is defective. It wants the first seven pages, and ends in the 
twenty-fifth chapter of Deuteronomy. II. ND''N''33 DIJin ISD, pp. 322. 
III. NDiN'33 Dinn 'D, pp. 358. The first page missing. IV. D13">mQD 
Cmna , pp. 216 + 52, with the five scrolls. At the end of Nehemiah is 
a colophon, showing that the book was finished by Jacob b. Mordecai 
y3, on Wednesday the 23rd Adar II, 1842, showing that Mordecai 
Trishkin had died in the interval. ''3T1D .... "linan nU3^ (!) Vnanai 
. , DrUD p. Unknown to Steinschneider. 

B. nii'''^3i Dmn n^tnpn ni^np jnj» ^aa n3B>n bsh nhsnn nno 

Vttyb ailp . , . itvhp .... N12''^1 p^lEll n3''I33l2D1p1 Dn>p. The prayers 
of the Karaites of the Crimea, Constantinople, Poland, and Lithuania. 
In three volumes : (i) Week-day, New Moon, Sabbath, Haftaroth, &c. 
Also milT' nrUD 'D, poems on the weekly sections of the Pentateuch, 
by Judah Gibbor the Karaite. (2) Festivals. (3) Kippur and Selichoth. 
4to, Kale, 1805. Not in Steinschneider. 

C. The first volume of the same edition. 

D. n''N1pn jniD3 ni^ann mo. 4to, Goslov (Eupatoria), 1836. Vide 
Steinschneider, 400, who gives the title nbann ">TD. A defective copy 
in three volumes : (a) Daily Prayers ; (6) New Year and Selichot ; 
(c) Judah Gibbor's mm' nmo 'd. 

E. Another volume of the same edition containing the same as (6), 
and also the prayers for the festival of Tabernacles. Bound up there- 

1 XXXIX, p. 199, and XL, p. 58. 
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with are : (l) Ten MS. poems for the Rejoicing of the Law, beginning 
p-inN' pniti" bn ; (2) min '•n^E'. Prayer for the Czar, in Hebrew and 
Tartar. Another for NBTl ''3 DBHS. Another for Duke Knaz Kotzebue. 
Another for Count Woronzow. Another for Count Pahlen. Another 
for the Imperial Family, when they visited the Synagogue in Sivan, 
1833. 

F. nsan be^N 'd, by Jehuda Hedessi. Fol., Eupatoria, 1836. The 
Karaite corpus theologiae. Vide Steinschneider, 1327 (pages 41, 97, 
and 98 torn out by the Russian censor). 

G. pCJ' 131D nenn nNXOn. Fragment, Constantinople, 1801. D)Si12 

V331 TW13 "hm 3N-iy ppinnn. 

H. ^SV ?v3 'D, by R. Aaron, the first incomplete. Eupatoria, 1847. 

I. nniETn nii'NK' -pn bv -*np flB'b T^lpnn -bb^. Grammar (acrostic, 
TC Dn"i3X), sixty-four pages, Constantinople. 

K. Enpn -1SD3 NSDJHD 0^03 p&bb D'CIK'n nh. Dictionary 
incomplete. 

L. mi"i3 nSC 'D. Hebraische Grammatik mit 4 Sprachen. Latin, 
Italian, French, and German (with Russian added in MS.). All five 
languages are in Hebrew characters. Amsterdam, 1786. 

M. '•"pi'iD ]'\^bb "^np iiB'i'D n^tntyo pn iTjdhi p-nyion •-"]; n3nn nns 
pnv V'nniD D''pjj;3 bmn msn n"n p^b^ mti^ p"r\bti bv 3wn 
D''"'.SD mK'y 'n^ nonn onn i"ij a"Ji fptn it" |n3n ^nidk' 133 
i'''3E'n^ 31D1 D''0''3 Ti n^cirin i>^51»{^' '-13 ci'yjni i^th ij3 -i3t^ 
P"P^ 'ni Ny^p p"p^ 'ni iixisra p"pb 'ni mnjooip p"p!> nnxn b": 
ybvn p"pb 'w Npsi^ p"pb 'ni -11K p"p^ 'w ^<Dn1^5 p"p^ 'ni Na.3 
pn^ ^3ipn W" N-ipD '•33 rivjia p"pb 'ni pnta p'^pi^ 'ki. Only ten 

copies printed, one for each of the Karaite communities at Constanti- 
nople, Eupatoria, Kale, Kafia, Odessa, Or, Lutzk, Hielitz, Trok (in 
Lithuania), and Poniewesh (in Poland). 

N. n3J?n yivb ^{nB* nnao "i3T \irw 'D. a Hebrew-Tartar Bible 
Concordance and Dictionary. The Tartar in Hebrew characters. 4to, 
342 pages. Printed at Eupatoria about 1836 (not in Steinschneider). 

Another copy (incomplete). 

0. n"nn nJB' ny TDpnn rut^D nnho. Calendar and astronomical 
tables for thirty-four years. 4to, Kale, 1796. ip3^h nJK', unknown to 
Steinschneider. 

P. Another copy of the same, bound up with MS. No. 251. 

E. N. Adlek. 



